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Schopenhauer (1813 - 1860) Arthur Schopenhauer lived in a time when most philosophers
understood the world through the prism of Locke or Descartes. With them, the vast field of

metaphysics was divided into the study of things in themselves and of the interaction between the
mind and the world. Schopenhauer found that, in reality, things in themselves were actually non-

existent, and the whole of experience a deception, since everything we perceive is simply a
reflection of our own intellect. Everything we see, hear, feel, or touch is just a way of knowing.
Schopenhauer wanted to discard the tired notion of substance and show how nothingness - not

matter, but the negation of all being - is the true reality. His metaphysics left little mark on
philosophy, but, as a novelist and satirist, he made a great impact on 19th-century thought.News,
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allegedly murdered his wife - by beating her to death - because he wanted to find out if she was
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