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argument, we'll even grant that Dostoevsky and Stravinsky (and Stravinsky and Schoenberg) simply

invented the twelve-tone row of equal temperament, such that the perceived changes to pitch
between their works could be attributed to the different setting of the pitches from one piece to the
next. The ultimate difficulty with this argument is in applying it to the hundreds of compositions we
know and love which did not "adapt" or "imitate" a row of twelve equal temperament pitches. Even

when we look at Schoenberg, whom we assume to be the inventor of twelve-tone music, we see that
the practice of twelve-tone music was an invention that was only developed to some degree

between Schoenberg's 12-tone row and the many other composers who subsequently came up with
their own twelve-tone row of equal temperament. So if we take Schoenberg's claim that twelve-tone
music originated from a row of twelve equal temperament pitches and say that Schoenberg invented
the twelve-tone row of equal temperament, wouldn't that mean that such a row had to precede his
year in Vienna? Given that Schoenberg was a pupil of Debussy, someone who dealt with even more

of the major European composers of the day than was Schoenberg, shouldn't we have been told
about a twelve-tone row of equal temperament by Debussy and Ravel? Can we look to Debussy for

his twelve-tone row of equal temperament, and not Schoenberg? Where does that leave
Schoenberg? If we take Schoenberg's thesis that he was the inventor of twelve-tone music, and if we
assume that this began with his discovery of the pre-existent "row" of equal temperament pitches,

then we have to say that he began with a row that predated everyone else. Does that sound right? I
say that Schoenberg began with a row that predated everyone else, because if I am right, it seems

far more likely to me that Schoenberg discovered a row of equal temperament pitches and just
called it "twelve tone"
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